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3 e 5 * l prospect of success. We should therefore be vigi- By Telegraph. For the State Sentinel. ‘ the most ancient Republic of which we have ll“)' 7~ We received the fu!!owi_nn very gmﬂ poetical _
nhlaua 5[(1',2 tntlnc o | Jane. Coungressional. The Sew Constitution. kvowledge, affird us an exsmple of a Constitulion |effusion some weeks sgo—during the session of thn

Wasmxgrox, Feb. 21, 1850,
Sevate.—Several resclutions and petitions were
presented and referred. . [
Mr. Seward's resolution, giving some National
testimonial to Captain Cook, of the British bark Sa-

framed as we believe by more than haman w'lo.q‘lnm. General Aseembly—and it should have been published
recognizing s somewlat similar classifieation. *The

Elders"” aud “the congregation™ were under the Jew- Sy Selon ‘.hu' SURLI nestns dnumat g eurdiine
jsh Constitution twe distinet, popular Democratic | tally, by a pile of other watter, which we have oaly
bodies. We may if we chonse, adopt the principlel recently bad opportunity to turn over. The allusion
in the Representative, instead of the popular form, | to France will appesr tuvo favorable considering the
Other precedents if we sovght them, might be found | oo o0 .f events since the lines were written ; but

in other history. But [ have probably said ecough to : : :

eall attention to the subject, and 10 1nduce reflection. | 9 readers will find the reason in the above expllnl-
{ tion, accuunting for delay.
| ]

Feb. 234, 1850. Yours, &c.. F. H.

No. V.
If asked where the reduction of expenses should begin,
I answer, it might begin at the Crpital. Tie legislature
consists of 150 wenmbers. Each moember receives three
rab, for his noble cunduct in rescuing the passengers 9ollars per day. For six waoeks this sum amounts to
and crew of the Caleb Grimshaw—passed. £15,900. Reduce 1o two dollurs per day and the saving

The Senate then resumed the considerction of the | would be 86,500 per annum. Suppesing the members to
President's California message. !nwera‘e 100 miles travel sach, at 12 cents each per mite,

Mr. Miller lll.'il!‘ the floor, he addressed the Sen- 24 cents both ways, the expense would be §2,400. Re-
ale at |Pnglh. He said the President had left ﬁil'I duce one-lalf and the saving will be 1 200 per annum.

The Larmonious action of the Democrstic members
of the laet Legislature in the elections that took place
befure that body, we trust will be carried out in all
our pominations, throughout the State. In every in-
slance, during the session, the whole strength of the
parly was cast for the Democratic nominee. We
should do injustice to vur own feelings were we not
also Lo express our thanks, in bebalf of the pevple of
Indiana, to thuse who failed of a nomiuation, fur the

ETERNAL VISILANCE I8 THE PRICE OF LIBERTY.

INDIANAPOLIS, FEBRUARY 28, 1850.

Our Terms.

The following will bereafier be the permanent terms |
of the Weekly Indiana Stale Senlinel :

(- Poyments to be made always in advance.

One copy, one year,. ... ceenes 8200

Three copies, oue Year,. -« -ssesase s H.00 |

PR ARAREN BEAW

If the writer agsin fa-
 vars us, we shall give him no similar cause of com-

e meew

One copy during the sesSion wemescosccceaceanns 50
Ten copies, in clubs, one year,«ccxveee
Semi-Weekly. _

(Published three tinvee a week during the sessinn.)
One copy, £4.00 | Three eopies, -« . §l0.00
One copy during the session, 1.00

All papers will be stopped at the end of the term
paid for, unless the subscription is renewed,—except
10 those with whom we have other unsettled business
accounts,

Any person sending us a club of ten. with cash, at
the rate of $1.50 each, stiall have a copy gralis for
one year. For a greater number than ten, the gratu-
ity shall be increased in proportion.

All postmasters are requested to act as agents, snd
as such, by a recent decision of the department, they
are nothorized to frank letters for the benefit of
subscribers.

-------

.................

——

Committee Meeting !

The Marion Courty Democralic Commiliee is re-
quested to meet at the State Sentinel Office on Satur-
doy next, March 2d, at 2 o’clock, P. M., on business
of importance.

The fullowing gentlemen compose tha committee:

Centre Township—A. F. Morrison, J. Langsdale,
J. 8. Spano, G. A. Chapman, and C. Werbe.

* Frankiin—Jacob Springer.

Perry—James Webb, and I. W. Hunter.

Pike—A, Klingensmith, and John Movre.

Washington—E. James, and Geo. Smith.

Wayne—Wm. Martin, and Wm. K. Johoson.

Lawrence—M. Webb, and Joseph Johnson.

Warren—E. N. Shimer, and Z. P. Hand.

Decatur—Y. E. R. Wilsen, and A. D. Cadding-
ton.

*Jacob Glazier, Esq. a member from Franklin, has
deceased,

Circular of the Indiama Demiocratic
State Central Committee.

In the present crisis of our affairs as a party and a
State, it becomes our duty, ss the regularly consti-
tuted committee of the Democracy of Indisna, to cast
about us, and see where we stand, and what are the
dangers, if any, that beset our path. At the last an-

nual election, of State and National officers, we were

coeee=15.00

most signally successfyl, resulting in a triomphant |
majority in favor of our eandidates for Governor and |
Lieutenant Governor, and in the election of majori- |
ties in both branches of vur State Legisiature, and |
nearly our entire ticket of members of Congress.

This very success, so brilliaut and dazzling in its
character, may prove an evil in the coming clections, |
if we fold our arms uander the delusive idea, that we
are invincible, and therefore, it ia useless to use fur-
ther effurts. ** Eternal vigilance 1s the price of lib-
erty ;" this should be our motto, and we should never
forget it. Power is ever stealing from the many to
the few, and our opponents are determined lo act on |
this principle, at the eoming elections. The Whig
members of the Indiana Legislature, at the recent
sesslon, ere they lefl the capital. held a secret session,
together with some others of the party, in which
were no doubt fully and freely discussed ihe means of

gaining a party triumph, either in the next Legisla- |
ture or State Convention, to assemble in Oectuber, t)
alter and amend the Constitution of our State, if not
in both. This meeting resulted in the adoption of an
unusually long string of resolutions, which have been |
thrown out as Whig principles for the coming can- |
vase. |

In relation to the great subject of Constitutional
reform, there appears to be a studied effort to deceive.
It is well known that neezly all the new Constitutions
that have been lately zdopted, have been the work of
Democratic Couventions. In the acts of those Con-
ventions the capacity of the people to elect all their
officers, judicial as well as legialative, has been fully
vindicated. The power of legislative bodies to con-
tract debts, by a combination of local interests, so
disastrous to our own State, has been curtailed in
these Democratic Constitutions, and this feature of
reform is very popular in Indiana. Many other ques-
tions, under the controlling influence uf the spirit of
Ibe age, have become self-evident propositions. A
number of these have been seized upon by the secret
caucus above alluded to, and appropriated as the ex-
clusive property of the Whig party of Indiana. We
are glad to see vur opponents coming over lo these
measures, but we demur to the claim they set up. But
the question here arises, are these self-evident propo-
sitions the only reforms to be made in our State Con-
stitution ! If so, why sll this expense of one hun-
dred and fifiy delegates to attend the Convention?
Why was so much interest manifested, that every
portion of the State should be represented? No, fel-
low-citizens, the object in the adoption of these res-
olutions was o deceive. [t is said, that Satan him-
seif sometimes aesumes the appearance of an angel |
of light, and we know that our first parents were|
thus deceived. Wo should profit by the lesson. The |
whole Constitution of our Stale will be thrown open |
for alteration and amendment. Democratic Conven- |
tions bave made Constitutions in accordance with the
spirit of the sge and are therefore to be trusted, snd
we believe there are very many persons, still acting
with the whig party, that would much rather trust
our Constitution in the hands of a Demoeratic Con-
venlion, than with their own party friends.

There is another election, almost equally iniportant
as that of Delegates 10 a State Convention—the elec-
tion of members of the next Legislature of vur State.
This election not only appertains to our interests at
home in Indiana ; but the Legislature, having to elect
a Senator in the Congress of the United States, the |
political character of our State in the National Le-
gislature is involved—and when we Jook at the ef-
forts that were made, at the last election, by Truman
Smith and others, from Washington, 1o bribe Indiana
into the support of Whig Congressmen, by promises
of office, we may read a lesson in whig tactics, that
will again be put in requisition. The favorite of the
whig party st the last senatorial election in Indiana
was Caleb B. Smith, now holding one of the most
Jucrative offices at Washington§ but whose present
term of service will expire, just in time to take his
seat in the United States’ Senate, if elected. It is
well known that be bas coutrolied most of the ap-
pointments for Indisna under the present administra-
tion, and, uoder the plan lsid down by his namesake
Truman, last symmer, can promise many others, in
the event of a whig majority in the next Legislature,
and the consequent election of a whig Senutor to the
Congress uf the United States. The fear of this in-
terference from Washington would not have been al-
luded to, were the fact not staring us in the face, that
Cirewlar letters from that eity, signed by Truman

Smith, now a Senator in the Congress of the UniMJ

States, and the acknowledged mouth-piece of the
Piesident in that body, were extensively circulated
throughout the State, previous to our last annual
election, justifyiog all we have said. It is true that
these efforts at political bribery met with o signal re-
buke, but we have no renson to believe that they will

not sguin be made in some shape, having & greste:

readiness with which they acquiesced in the decision
of the majurity, particularly when we consider their
bigh qualifieations for the stations to wlich they as-
pired, and integrity of character., These things will
oot be forgotten by a par'y whose object is the main-
tenance of greatl principles, and which can never be
effectual without uuited and harmonious action.

As we belicve the time has now come for sction,
and as we believe that the people uf the townships
and counties throughout the State, should act on the
great questions at issve for themselves, we would re-
epectfully suggest a plan of bringing this desired ob-
ject about, as fullows :

1. We recommend that the Demoecrats of every
towuship in the State muet st the place of holding
the lownship elections, in each county, on the first
Monday of April, and select Delegates to a County
Couvention, to nominate cendidates fur the August
election.

2. That the County Conventions, for the nomina-
tion of candidates, be held in each county, on Satur-
day the 13th of April, if some other day shall not be
fixed upon.

3. We would also respectfully recommend, that at
the County Conventions, the Democrats in the coun-
ties generally, nominate a full ticket, embracing Del-
egates to the Convention to amend the Constitution,
as well as all other officers.

In lookiog at the perplexing and somewhat alarm-
ing questions, which now agilate the nation, we can
speak for the Democracy and people of Indiana, and
we take great pleasure in saying, that here, in al-
most the very centre of the nation, we see a calm, a

rational and a growing attachment for our glorious
Union,—nod Governor Wright has well reflected the

feelings of the people of our State, in the motto he
bas directed to be placed vpon our share of the moan-
ument 10 the memory of Washiugton—** Indiana
knows no North, no South,— NoTHING BUT THE
Uxjon.” Can the Democracy of the West, by a sev.
erance of the Union, bid farewell to all the glorivus
recollections that cluster around the field of New Or-
leans, where Western men stood side by side with
those of the Sovuth, in & common defence of our coun-
try and of the free navigation of the noble stream on
which it is located! Shall we bid adiea to the North-
ern fields of glory and renown consecrated by the
blood of our revolutionary sires! These all are ours,
Heaven, in mercy, has vouchsafed them to ve as one
people, and with the immortal Jackson we will ever
be found saying—The Union must and shall be pre-

served, at every hazard.

A. G. PORTER, DR. A. GALL, )
P. REYNOLDS, C. G. WERBE, Democratic
PR. L. DUNLAP N. BOLTON, Srate Central

W. H. MORRISON, FRANCIS KING, | Commillce.
G. A. CHAPMAN,  J. P, DRAKE.

Democratic Editors throughout the State are re-
quested to publish the above Circular in their re pect-
ive papers, al as early a day as possible, and shou'd
the suggestions be approved, urge an immedite ac-

tion, by giving as general a circulation as possible
among the people.

The MceGinley Case.

We are gratified to hear that measuree have been
adopted by the officers of State to have the cause of
Patrick McGinley, against the” State, brought up to
the Supreme Court. This was an award for some-
thing over twenty thousand dollars against the State.
We understand thet an appeal tv the Supreme Court
was asked by the officer appointed in the bill to man-
age the case fur the State ; and that the appeal was
granted at the time the demand was made.

We do hope that this case (about which much has
been said) will yet be considered by the Supreme
Court upon its merits, and if the Judges shall decide
the case in favor of McGinley, that the last dollar will
be paid to him, with interest, and in this sentiment all
our citizens will concur; if decided against him, he
should not have a dollar. Let it pass throagh the
same tribunal that all questions of litigation between
citizens are subjected to, and we are content with the
result, let it be what it may.

Roll them Up!

Tumble them up! Any way so you get them up!
Subscribers are coming in rapidly ; and especiaily are
our thanks due to those who are active in getting uvs
clubs. They may rest assured that their exertions
encourage us, and that they will be met on our part
with corresponding and increased exertion. We are
gratified to receive such assurances as we have, not
only from *‘our side of the house,” but also from the
intelligent and liberal portion of the whig press, es-
peciaily, in relation to the ability of our numerocus
correspondents on the subject of their communica-
tions on State reform. Without much *“blow’’ on the
subject, we think—nay, we know—that we have the
sssistance of the ablest men in the State, of both po-
litical parties ; and while we do not expect ourselves
or our readers lo agree with all, especially as they do
not agree themselves, we know it 1o be for the bepe-
fit of all, that every subject should be discussed, and
that in a manly and liberal tone,

Among those which last Saturday's mail brought
us, we acknowledge a club of ten from R. M. C.
Bedford ; une from R. W. N., Grandview, [II., Dfl.et;
from S. D., Thorntown ; one of eleven frum W, G.,
Noblesville ; one of ten from J. L. K., Morgan coun-
ty; and subscription from J. V. V., Marion, Ind.
That's the ticket! Send "em along.

Grorgia Laxos.—We publish to-day an advertise-
ment, by the Governor, offering for sale a large quan-
tity of land in Georgia. The advertisement should
have appeared in our last paper, but was accidentally
omitted. These lands are a part of the wreck of pro-
perty, received as collateral security, fir State Bonds
s/d by the Fund Commissioners, during the era of
the Internal Improvement Sysiem. They cost the
State more dollars than she can get cents for them ;
but “what’s done can't be helped.” By the way, if
the Union be dissolved, before these lands are sold,
will our share in the State of Georgia belong to the
“North,” or will the ““South" claim i* as a part of
her rightful “plunder.” Some ultraist might make a
tearing speech, in Cungiess, on this matter! We
should like to take a dime an acre for our share, con.
sidering the awfid state of affairs at Washington !

(<7-See also another official advertisement for the
sale of vuluable and very well situated Jots in this
eity. The terms are exceediogly favorable.

Sovpigrs or THE Late War.—A petition for the
signaiures of such citizens of the Sate of Indiana as
have served their country in its various battle fields,
e.ther in wars with the Indiane, or in the last war
with England, &ec. is at this office for signatures,

The old veterans, who do not sce the members of the |

committes appoinied ot o late meeting on the subject,
can accomplish the object by calling at this office, and
recording their names to the memorial, about to be
presented 1o Congress. We hope to hear from all of
them soon, who have pot signed others.

Richmoud, to participate in laying the curner atons |
of the Washington Monument. The omen was good, |
and be trusted that this foundation stone might do|
much to streng’lien the foundation stone of the
; Union.  After speaking of the prosperity of the
Uniun, he proceeded 1o review the Sluvery question,
but gave way to s motion o adjourn ull Monday |
next.
| House.—After some business of no importance a
"resolution passed that when the House adjourn it
shall be to Monday next. .
| The House then weat into Committes of the Whole
ton the President’s Ualifirnia Message.
| Mr. Bissel baving the floor addressed the Commil-
ftee.  After spenking of the diesolution of the Unicn,
| which s in the mouth of every Southern man, he
said ke could speak fur his own State. If danger
menaced the Union, 1!linois would come to the sup-
'port of the Government. He spoke for [Hlinois and
e thought he could for the Whule Nurthwest, when
lve said that there was not a man there who would
support any movement in favor of a gissolation of the
| Uniow; and they would swear by the Eternal God,
{ns he did now that it shali pot be done. He spoke
at considerable length, forcibly, logically and patri-
oticaully.

Afier some further debates the Committee rose and
the Hovse—adjourned.

Wasmneron, Fes. 25, 1850,

The Scuate yesterday confirmed the appointment of
Jndge Drummond, to be United Siates Judge for the
Eastern District of v

It is understood that Mr. Calhoun will make his
long promised speech on Monday, in the Senate, if
his health permits, of which there is now a guod
prospect. On Tuoesday Mr. Benton will fulluw.
Each of these rival champions will define and defend
his own position.

CoxGRESSIONAL.~It is said that there 1s a clear

majority in both Houses for the admission of Cali-
fornia, with her present limils and constitution. On

the 18th inst., there were in the House only about

sevenly oot of twwo hundred and ten members, who

| were opposed 1o her admission. The gengrtphit:nl

| line wae distinctly drawn vpon the questiun.
| Sunthern members are always certain of votes enough

| rativn of the world.”

The

to call the yeas and nays, ard can, therefore, always
vbstruct aclion by demaunding them, on motions to
call the House, to adjourn, to lay on the 1able, &ec.
Scenes of this sort have cummenced, and indications
are that they will continue during the session. The

California Delegation, says the correspondent of the
Baltimore Sun, are *“‘dead set” agninst the Wilmot

Provien, and will vote against it in every shape, when |
admitted to their seats.

Disunion.—~The Washingson Uuion of the 19th, |
without a word of comment, publisiies an Address of

threg@ or four columns, from Mr. R. W. Johneon, !

.t |
member of Congress from Arkansas, to the citizens |

of that State. This address goes to the extreme m[

the inculestion of local and geographical issues, and
to the incitement of the worst feelings and prejudices.

Mr. J. speaks to his copstituents in earnest, and tries
to prove to them that the Union is a curse, instead
of a blessing. He is very sulicitous that the news- |
papers and politicians of his Srate, should tzke active |
measures to promote disunion. Judging from the
tone of the Arkansas papers, we do not think the ad- |
vice of Mr. Johnson will be heeded. Members of
Congress are very apt to get exciled, beyoud measure, '
at mere trifles,—especially if they are patrons of Mr.
John Foy, or his successor in the saloon near the

Capitol.

Granp Lagceny —On Suturday evening about 9
o'clock, officers Colley and Pilbean arrested two per- |
suns from Johnson county, named Jacob Dilman and
J. David Diman, on a charge of grand larceny.
They were committed for trial by Justice Sullivan,
in default of bail, §500 each. It seems, according
to the evidence, that the accused, perhaps in company
with another, who fled, had paid their respects very
generally to the stores on Washinglon street during
the evening, and had adroitly levied coutributions on
enough of them, to secure fur themselves the favor of
the patronage uf Mr. Patterson at Jeffersonville, for
a length of time sufficient to satisfy the most am-
bitious young man. |
escape from the clutches of the officers. The by-|
standers, it is said, did not aid the officers, supposing |
perhaps it was some “‘whiskey insurrection.” Tha!
second did escape temporarily, but the officers pur-l
sued him on horseback, and overtook him. Probably
e good deal of stealing has been done in the manner
adopted by these meu. Merchants should not only
be watchful, but cautious also, how they provoke |
temptation by au injudicious exposure of goods. OF
all the modes of getting along in the world, stealing
on a small scale, and in the face and eyes of the law,
is the most wretched. It makes a man idle and im-
provident, and in (he end puts him in gued certainly.

Nosre Use o Wearti.—The New York Tribune
states that Henry Grionell has projected an expedi-
tion in search of Sir John Franklin—proposing to fit
out two ships at his own cost, to be commanded by
naval officers sppointed by Government. The Trib-
une says: *‘If the expedition should be successful in
finding that intrepid navigator the whole reward of-
fered by the British Government and by Luady Frank-
lin, after deducting the expenses of the expedition,
is to be divided among the officers and crews of the
vessels. 3hould it prove unsuccessful, the whole Joss
falls upon Mr. Grinvell. In such noble and benevo-
lent enterprises as this lies the true uvse of wealth,
and Mr. Grinnell has shown an example of whata
merchant prince should be, which will win the admi-

Of the many citizens of our Siate who have start-
ed for Eldorado, on the Pacific, we know of uo one
whose enterprise we wish more success to, thas that
of Dr. Azer Houses of Terre Haute, who goes out
prepared with a suitable building and all the neces-
sary fixtures and supplies, for a Hospital, which he
proposes to establish near the centre of the great
mining operations. Such an institution must be
needed there, and we say God speed the Doctor in his
commendable work; we know him well, and can re-
commend him personally and professionally to our fel-
low-men wherever his lot may be cast.

Jo. O. Jones, Esq., formerly postmaster at Terre
Haute, passed through this city yesterday, on his
way to California, We regret 1o lose %0 guod a cit-
izen, even temporarily; but what we lose, Califoraia
will gain, and she will find such men as Junes better
than gold, yea, than fine gold !

Canir Transrorramion.—C. W. Wensen is out in
a cireular to the “*Young Men of America,” to aid
in importing Camels aud Dromedarins for the purpose
of (reneral transportativn across the isthmus and from
Corpus Christi to San Francisco. Capital §30,000,
all of which he estimater can be made in one year,
leaving the whole stock on hand. The papers are
too lengthy for our columas, but will be submitted for
inspection to any desirous of seeing and reading

| lic business should not suffer as it has recently at Wash-

, altention.

The one firet 1aken, made most desperate efforts to ' absurd to diseard the hopes of the future.

them.

Adopt biennial sessiuns ol 1the legislature, instead of an-
nusl, and the saving may be set down at $35,000 for |
ench session sholished, o 812500 per yenr uved-|
These items, supposing them would

amoant to 20 000,

o ba eorrect,

Including 1he expenses of printing,

paper, firex, pay of members, &e., thia ealeulntion will ‘

be found accurate enough for all prlctical purposes,

though it does not pretend 1o any exaciness. This is !
only one branch ol the public service, but it is a fair spe- |

If

cimen of what mny be done in sume other branches.
we would govern the public expendilures by a severe
economy, we must not despise the day ol small things,
A little here and a little there, saved will amount to
£50,000 per annum. But only 820,000 per anvum saved,
and put at six per cent. compound interest, with the sum
saved andded each year, would constitute a sinking fund
sufficient to discharge the entire State indebteduess in
less than sixty years.

I know it will be said that 3 per day is not 1oo much
to pay members of the leg.slature, and that twelve cents
per mile will not more than pay travelling expenses.
But my answer is, that no body now goes to the legisla-
ture as a money making business—that we should com-
mand the sorvices of the very same men at two dollars,
that we do at three ; and that | can travel from Indiana
to Boston, Mass., at an expense of six cents per mile, and
upon the best steamers and railrosd cars—stay a week,
and return home with three dollars in my pocket. This
would be a distance of about two thousand miles, and
the cost, including meals and ledging, would be less than
two and a half cents per mile. [ believe that the six
New England Siates pay only two dollars per day to the
members of their legislature, where the cost of living is
much higher than in the Western States. In fact, sove-
ral of the Western States pay themn but two dollars.

Provision will bave to be made for dividing the State
into judicial districts for the election of Judges, into
Senntorial and Representative districts jor the election of
members of the legislature, and for congressional dis
tricts, all ol which should be single districts, if possible.
Two single Representative districts might constitute one
Senatoriul district.  And it will be for the Convention to
say, whether all legislative power shall not return to the
people every two years—whether Senators, Representa-
tives, and members of Congress, Governor, Secretary of
Sinte, and Siate “['ressurer, shall not be elected biennialy.
The office of Lievtenant Governor might be abolished,
and the Senate lelt 1o elect ity own presiding officer 1n
the same manner as the House of Representatives.

T'he Judges should be elected for a term of years, and
then be ineligible forever afler.

The veto power of the Governor should be so extend-
ed us to require a majority of two-thirds of each branch
of the legislature o pass a law in its defiance.

Some provision should be made for the organization of
the Senate and Houss of Representatives, whenever
there might be equal divisions of parties, so that the pub-

tngton, and at Colambus, Ohio. SWITZERLAND.

For the Indiana Slate Senlinel,
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORDM.
Legislative Assembly.

Messrs. Chapmans & Spann :—As you have solici- I‘
ted communications in reference to the contemplated

revision of the Constitution of [ndiana it may be that

an article or two from me upon that subject would be |

accep:able. The subject might well claim the service
of more able pens than mine and [ am happy to notice
that there are those who are willing to give it proper
I bave neither leisure or disposition to
attempt a methodical discussion of the various ques-
tivns which wmay be presented for consideration. |
simply propose to uffer a few thoughts and it may be
to suggest sume new, or 1o revise some former ideas,
which, if deserving nttention, if of sterling worth,
will probably find other and abler advocates.

Some atmendments have been proposed upon which,
as they as yet meet with no upposition, and are likely
to be adopted by common consent, it is unuecessary
to bestow much attention. Of these the propusition
that all the State Officers, inducing the Executive,
the Legislative, the Judicial ond the Ministerial shall

be elected by the People, is perhape the most promi-
nent.

Other questions are mooted, not of so ready aceep- |
tance, and it may be of more practicable difficulty. |
But the present is an age of progress. [t is true in
Politics as in the arts and sciences that *“the drenms
of yesterday are the realities of to-day.” We may |
not presume that the ultimate of political perfection
12 yet attained, and while 1t would be fully to reject
the leseons of the past, it wonld be perbaps, equally |

A question has been presented by **One of the Peu-l
ple,"” end is now being canvassed in your paper,
which requires some consideration. The questivn has
reference to the organization of the State Legislature
and the propriety of retaining the two distinel Leg-
islatire bodies. Precedent, so far as our own and
English history are concurned, is in fuvor of the two
bodies. This forin of the legislature originated in
England with the origin of the Euglish parliament.
It must, however, be admitted that it was adopted
with no design to give to any individual or class of
individuals, the right of a double representation in
Parliament. Its siogle purnose was to separate in
Legislative activn the two classes of that portion of
English Society which it was then deemed expedient
to admit to the right of representation in Parliament.
A similar reason opersted in the formation of the Co-
lonisl Legislatures, each of which consisted of two
bodies, representing in their origin, different classes
in the community. The progress of liberal princi-
ples has, bowever, effected a change, not in the form
of the Legisiature——not as wounld bave seemed most
patural by the abrogation of one of those Legislative
budies, but 1n the constituency of the Upper House.
The whole people have become alike, the conatituency
of each body and thus bas been consummated by acci-
dent, not design, a system of double representation
in the Legislature. The original design is discarded,
and the reason for the present organization no longer
existe. Those remarks are notapplicable to the Con-

ress of the United States; a necessity for the two

vuses of Congrees exists and will continue so long
a8 the Union lasts.

It may be admitted that with the present constitu-
tion of the Legislative constituency, the reasons for
the double organization have lust most ol their force.
The Representative whether in the Senate or the
House ought 10 be and will be imbued with the
spiril and feclings of his constituents. While the
constituents of bodies are the same, we know
that those bodies will be controled by the same im-
pulses. The earnestuness and ardor of youth in the
one, and the wisdom and maturity of age in the oth-
er—have long since ceased (o be the peculiar charac-
teristics of those bodies. |, borwwer.l-::ubt the
propriety of abrogating either of the Legislative
bodies. Before that shall be done it might be well to
consider whether it were not better to classify the
voters of the State so as 1o give to each of the Leg-
islative bodies a separate coustituency. Do not be
sturtled at the idea of e classification of the free and
equal citizens of the Siate. I mean not by it a clas-
sification in reference either to birth, to wealth, or to
imelligum“ lh:::uld“n:thw Jm or t:lrmu an
aristocracy ily, nd, of money orof educa-
tivo. There is however an arist of years a
s knighthood of Time, a nobility of age experi-
ence, o which Democrats, true and free as we are,
may well render both honor and reverence. To this
honur all may equally aspire and.all alike may hope

loa ;
[ that there be a classification of the voters
into ior aud Junjor Clasees fixing the limit be-

tween them at about the age of forty-five years,

ul energy of yoath,
fllnﬂ.m!rt‘;‘ulma

Such a classification is not without a precedent.
Records of earliest time, the history of the urigin

For the Slale Sentinel.
The Whig Party--its Origin aand Char-
acter--1ts Politics and Purposes.

The origin of the terin whig is not well settled. It

is supposed to be of Scolch origin; and signified |

‘whey, first; and afterwards * poor, harassed people,”
persecuted by the government ; and who in 1681 took
up arms against Charles the second. The Duke of
Monmouth was sent sgainst, and defeated them. But
was badly treated for his supposed sympathy for them.

. . |
Hence lie became an opponent of the administration,

and with his adherents received the nick-name of
whig. The word Thry seems to be of Irish origin,
and sigoified & Robber. It dres not seem to have
been applied to a political party ull 1680 ; and then
a8 a nickname., But in due time the advocates of
hereditary rights and passive obedience, adopted it as
their cogn men, o8 did their opponents that of whig.
These two names were used to de<ignale ** lwo greal
divisions of the Soglsh aristocracy for 150 years;"
and in fact they are su used 1o this dey.

On the eve of the Revolution, and during its pro-
gress towards maturity, the tories were n power;
and hence those in America who opposed it, were
properly called tories. In fact, on tha eve of the
Revolution parties in England and the Colunies were
divided on the same grounds, and in buth countries
were designuted as tories and whigs. During the
early contests with the mother country the whigs of
Euglan! favored the claims of the Colonies, and the
tortes of the Colonies favored the prelensivns of the
Crown of England to tax the Colonies without being
represented.

In this state of parties the Revolution broke out,
and the tories were of course obliged to concesl
themselves or flee the country. But at this time the
whigs vnly claimed the rights of Englishmen under
the English Constitution ; and did not even dream of
8 representalive democratic Republic, like the one we
enjoy as the fruils of these labors.

Parties in the United States were first formed wn-
der the lead of Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jef-
ferson, under the name of Republicans and Federal-
ists. The Federalists favored a strong government,
with a President and Senate for life, and other life
offices, wiile the Republicans advoeated popular elec-
tions and limited tenures of a/l offices. The election
of Jefferson, with a Congress of like politics, the
death of Hamilton, and the bitter quarrels between
Adnme and Pickering, and other federal leaders, de-
sirayed the credit of the old federal party proper;
and its_opposition to the late war with Great Britan,
rendered it so odious to the people that the leaders
shed ite name ns snnkes do their skins, and & new
party, with a new namne, but with old principles, was
formed, called National Republiean. In the mean
time, the Republican party, that had been nicknamed
Democrats by the Federalists, ‘“ acknowledged the
corn,” and universally adopted the name as more
properly and fully designating their peewiar political
principles than that of Republicans. Put the defeat
of the National Republicans in the triumphant cleva-
tion of Genersl Jack<on and the overihrow of their
““ American system," again rendered it expedient to
get rid of the unpopularity supposed to have become
permanently attnched to the name of National Re-
publican ; and they cast it off ns we d an old coat,
or os they had done that of Federalist, as a enake
caels off his old skin, when it becomes burdensome.

. How they came by the name «f Whiz is not exactly

known, It i3 generslly conceded. we believe, that
James Watson Webb is entitled to the credit of be-
stowing this cognomen upon this motley body. Doubt-
less the present administration believe him entitled
to this credit, as there is no other earthly reason for
rewarding bim with the German mission, with an
outfit and salary of £9,000.

It is amusing to witness the airs this alias party
have put on sinee they found themselves in possession
of the name of Whig. They sometimes call them-
selves Whigs of "76 and the democrats tories. But
they have not one pecwliar principle held by the
whigs of 76 pot held by every American citizen;
while one thdy have not. The whigs of 76 were
opposed to high taxes upon commerce, while the pre-
sent whigs are distinguished for high tariffs on im-
poris to protect the rich manufacturer. The Whig
party is a minority, and oftener entitled to the name
of faction than party. Under the present adminis-
tration, it finda itself in a dead minority in both
Houses of Congress, and seems approaching another
crisis, when it will b2 necessary 10 lake another name.
It is not denied that a Inrge majority of its votiog
supporters are actuated by patriolic motives; but its
leaders are office seekers and monopolists,

OBSERVER.

Mzssrs, Canarpmans—As a Convention is about to
be called to alter or revise the Constitution of our
State, would it be repugnant to the Counstitution of the
United Siates, or derogatory to a republican Govern-
ment, to have a clause inserted thervin, debaring any
drunk man from voting while in a state of intoxica-
tion ; and would not such a provision have u tendency
to reform intemperance more than all the petitions
that can be presented io the legislature to preveut the
sale of ardent spirits?! [ would like to hear your
opinivus on the above questions, as you have promis.
ed to give us all the information on the subject of re-
form you can. Respectfully yours. S. P.

Fountaix Cousty, Feb. 18, 1850.

** A good egg,”" decidedly,—if drunkenness could
be precisely defined. No man, proven to be a ** com-
mon druckard,”’ before a proper tribunal, should be

allowed to vote, while he continued under the ban.—
Will somebody, who has mure leisure, elaborate this

pruposition !

The newspapors throughout the State are t-
ing and discussing all sorts of amendments 1o ithe
State Constitution. The strangest proposition we
have seen comes from the Stale Sentinel, in favor of
but ong Legislative body, which shall hold ennual
sessions, Such an srrangement might possibly make
the office of State Printer more lucrative, than to have
two Branches meet biennially, but we take it this
will hardly be sufficient argument to induce the peo-
ple to change a policy they have been so 1 and
unanimously agreed upon as (hat the Legislature
shall meet butonce intwo years.— Newcastle Courier,
22d.

Well, sir: everything else aside, will you be kind
enough to slate 10 us how, or in what way, in any
reasonable view of the guestion, ome body “might
possibly” make the State Printing more lucrative,
than fwo bodies ?

Tur Rivar Coxvestions.—A eorrespondent says
that the abolitionists propose to hold a Convention
next June in Buffalo, as a set-off to the Nashville
Convention. By arranging telegraph communication
between these two assom they can inflame each
other to a very delectable degree. For instance:

On motion of Mr. Giddings, Resolved, That slavery
and slaveholders are the greatest curses of the age.
[Received at Nashville at § past 12.—Response :]

Resolved, on motion of Gen. Bayly,—That if the
negro-thieves and white tyrants of the North, and
runaway negroes, now assembled at Buff:lo will come
here, we will give them jesse. [Received at Buffalo at
1.—Respouse. ]

Resolved, on motion of Mr. John Van Buren, That
the blood-thirsty vegro-drivers and traitors at Nash-
ville are beneath contempt, and we will no lunger
hold fellowship with thew. '

Received at Nushville at 2, and produced an im-
mense sensation. .

On motion of Gen. Quattlebum, Resolved, That this
Union be dissulved.

On motion of Mr, Garrison, in reply to the forego-
ing, Resolved, That only this Union be resolved iuto
its original nothingness ! ! [Adopted with deafening
applause. | —Richmond Whig.

0=r-J. W. Jicxson, dem., has bean elected to Con-
gress from the let District of Georgia, in place of|
T. Butler King. This isa gain, and a great trinmph.

(=7~ We acknuwledge the receipt of ducuments from
Messrs. Harlan srd Fiteh. The House has ordered,
that Mr. Julian, who is sick, be paid bis wages.

| plaint. We have snother poem from the same pen
which has suffered less by delay, and which we shall

'shortly publisl.

' The Pefeat of Liberty.

DY JUSHUA L FUSSELL.

The struggle bas ended on valley and plain,
| And the waves of commotion are pescefnl again;
'* Hope bids for & season farewell to the world,”

And fieedsm bher flag of recistance has fuiled.
| From the snows of the Ural to the fosm of 1he inain,
All Eviope in silence is wearing the chain—
Save wheie on the bauks of the Seive and Garoone,
The Frenchman exuits in bis fieedom alone,

As waking at last 1o pew Jife fiom his Liance,

He proclaims both the freedom and glory of Fiance,
Those daik waving corn-fields and hills of the vioe,
Are now aod forever, O Libesty, thine !
But the star that o’er Rome in its splendor aroce,
And seemed a bright futwie of Hope to di-close,

That gilded the Tiber’s dark weves as they rolled,
Eclipsiv g in splendor the Eagles of old,

Has-sunk at the threshold of Liberty’s home,

Aud been quenched in ihe blood of the braves! of Rome,
Whose 1emnants of manhood now wander afar,

While their homes are usurped by the minions of war,
Ou thy bark, Garibaldi, may fate ever smile,

As exiled it wanders from mainland 1o isle,

And this thought cheer thy comiades that sigh for their Roge,
Belter fivedom in Fxile than bondage at home. '
And still may the heait of old Eviope be stirred,

As from the blue Alps great Mazzini is heaud.

But where are the Magyais that battled so long

For fieedum with few, "gainst the many snd strong ?
Their corves lie heaped on the blood moistened plain,
Aud the Danube and Theiss are floating the slain ;
Auvd some are in exile, and those who remaio

To weep o'r their connlry, are weaiing the ehain,
With fear in each step and dread in each breath,

No freedom for them but ju exile or death.

Loud they sigh for their heroes who wander afar,
Their sages iv peace and their heroes in war;

Aud curse the foul name of the tiaiior who soid
Himsel( ani his countiy, and freedom for gold ;

And Hungary, the gallant, the noble and brave,
O’cicome by the tyrant has sunk to her giave :

No, not 1o her grave, noble spirit forgive,

While breathes there a Kessoth will Hungary live!
The statesman and warnior, though strong in the right,
When Europe united, he sunk in the fight;

He was vanquished and fled from their merciless wrath,
With the bloed of the Magyar stiil red in bis path 3
Farsouthward be hasten<, where mighty to save,
The Crescent is shielding 1he noble and brave,

As it gleams ou the isle=studded Egean's flood,

And stesnly difies the ficice seekers of blood.

But 10 Liveity now bid adieu fur awhile,

The vations no lorger iejoice in her smile,

Fiom the bank of the Dasube, the Tiber and Po,
Reluctantly parting her foorsteps fall slow.

By Comoin and Buda, and Pesth may she pavse,

To weep v'er the herves that died in her cause ;

And finding in Europe no haven of rest,

Let her tuin now again to her home in the West,
Aud fivd, my loved country, at last, that in thee,

Is * the bome of the brave and the land of the [ree.”

M AsSACHUSETTS.— The fullowing beautiful picture

{of .the old Bay State is presented by Guv. Briggs in
| his mresage 1o the State Legislature :

Massachusetts has an area of 7350 square miles,
and within iie limits thereare now in operation more
than eleven bundred miles of railroads, with a capi-
tal of fifty millions. We have a populstion of sbvut
une million, who are engaged in every branch of bu-
sinese, and of indusiry,—ual bmue and abroad, upon
the laud and upon the sea,—which holds out the pros.
pect of a remunerating profit, The annual value of
their products exceeds one hundred million of dollars.
Her credit 1s umimpaired, and, on exchange, at home
and abroad, her bonds are s.ught. The value of the
schonl houses in the State in 1348, was §2.700.000.
More than two milions of thet enm was raised and
expended within the twelve preceding yeurs. In
1849, there were, in our three hondred and fourteen
towns, 3,749 publie schoals, in which were employed
8,163 t1cachers, 2,426 of whom were mules and 5,-
T37 were females. The amount of woney raised for
the sapport of the public schools was 8530.000. Add
to this the smount paid for tuition in ncademies ard
private schools, and the whole sum expended for edu-
eation during the year, excluding the three colleges,
was 81,165.334. A thousand convenient and taste-
ful buuses uf public worship, erected by different de-
nominations of christians, beautify every city, town
and village of the commonwealth, and beer testimony
that our penple have not forgotien the God of their
fathera. Our public chariteble institutions for the
benefit of the deaf, dumb and blind, the sick, insane
snd the destitute, and for mstructing and reforming
juvenile offenders, are the jewels of the Siate. In
our public schools, the children of the rich and the
poor sit in the same seat, and siruggle for the prize
of scholarship vpon equal terms. Here, honest in-
dustry, prudence and economy, are honurable; idle-
ness and dissipation a reproach It may well be
doubted whether labor is better fed, better paid, and
more respecied, in any community on earth than in
Massachusetts, By our constitution and Jaws all
citizeus are placed npon a common level, and are en-
titled to the same civil and political rights, and all
men are, or may become citizens,

Lerrer rrom Mgs. Farnuaw.—The New York
Evening Post publishes the fullowing extraet from a
letter just received in that city from Mrs. Farnham :

Sax Frawncisco, Dec. 30, 1849,

| have been but two days bere, but as the mail
goes day after to-morrow, | am constrained to write
to yon in the midst of a confusion that quite defies
the atiempt 1o say wore than thot [ am here; that [
came from Valparsiso on the Losis Phillippe, fuund
the Angelique here a forinight before me and all
thingsright. * * * Women are imprisoned hers
at this season by the horrible condition of the streets.
We have to wear men's boots and shorten our skirts
as much as possible. | have been in the sireets but
twice, and each time in that costume, * * * Wo.
men are mure in requisition than gold or any thing
eilse. Those who came out with me had immediate
offers of employment &t §75 and 100 per month.
If there bad been five hundred instead of five, they
could all have engsged immediately un similar terms.
They must be got here in considerable numbers be-
fore socicty can take any shape or assume any char-
acter. [ hope that while our good brethren at home
'are bestirring themselve« kindly to send out churches
| and clergymen, they will not forget that the best of
oll missionaries 10 such a population are resolute,
‘virtuous, intelligent women.

One of the chief difficolties that were felt by the
women who coosulted me, was the fear that they
should not be protected again:t rudeness, or perhape
| sumething worse, 1 reasoned them that it would not
be so0, but it was difficult to convince by argument.
Therefore, let the fect be known to all who care o
know i1, that the utmost passible deference and care
| are shown to females; and that any woman, 10 expe-
| rience rudeness or insult bhere, must expose hersell
much more umprudently than she would o incur the
same risk in your cities. No woman need fear to
come here, who bas the sense and energy 1o toke care
of Lersell elsewhere; and she will have, in her ea-
pacity for any vecupation suiled to her sex, a better
capital than the gold of the mines. If there bad one
thousand females sailed last May, wouid, =il
who chose to, be profitably employed this day. Eve-
rything i€ scarcer here than gold.

(=7-The post office at Lagrange, la., was recently
robbed of severa! packages of letters. Suspicion was
fastened upon & young lsd pamed Charles Kiooey,
about 15 years of age, who was held to bail in the
sum of §1,000 to appear at the*May Session of the
U. S. Circuit Court, at [ndisnapolis—and in default
of bail, he was commitied to the county jail. The
postasier is the editor of the “Lagrange Whig™!

07-A City Hall is sbout 10 be built at Madieon.
They bave hod one for years in Terre Haute. We
might bave had oue here, on the circle, long ago,—
but those interested are too shiftless tc move in the
matter.

¢ Dr. T. W. Cowsiri, clerk elect of the Put-
nam circuit court, died recently st Greencastle, lud_

07 Col. Jerrerson Davis has been re-slected U.
S. Senator from Missiesippi. His term of six years
commences 4th March, 1851.

)




